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The Ohio State University College of Public Health

PUBHLTH 2010 - Introduction to Global Public Health
 3 credit hours - Spring Semester 2014
Core Course: BSPH Major and GPH Minor

GE Categories: Global Diversity - Social Science (Individuals and Groups) 
Amy Acton, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor-Practice
Division of Health Services, Management and Policy

Ohio State University College of Public Health
 1841 Neil Avenue  346 Cunz Hall
Columbus, OH 43210-1351
aacton@cph.osu.edu
614-292-3997

Office Hours  By Appointment
Course Description:
PUBHLTH 2010* provides a basic introduction to global public health concepts and practice, examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, functions, tools, activities, and results of public health practice at the global, national, state, and community levels.   This course makes evident the role public health plays in all of our lives, reflects on the monumental strides in health and well-being over the past century, and presents the pressing global concerns of the 21st century. Also explored are potential public health careers and further education in this interdisciplinary field of study.   
* Throughout the syllabus, the term “global” public health refers to “domestic and international” public health.

CPH GPH Core Competencies:

All students completing Introduction to Global Public Health will be prepared to:

· Summarize the historical milestones in public health (U.S.) and understand the implications for the future (domestically and internationally).
· Compare and contrast examples of major domestic and international public health issues

· Discuss various approaches/strategies for identification, response, and intervention to address common global public health issues

· Identify political, cultural, behavioral, and socioeconomic factors related to global public health issues.

· Recognize the fundamental principles of the 5 core disciplines of public health:  biostatistics, environmental health, epidemiology, health administration, and health behavior/promotion.
General Education Core Competencies:  
PUBHLTH 2010 meets the General Education criteria for two categories:  Diversity (Global Studies) and Social Science (Individuals and Groups).  This class is based upon a curriculum guide created by the Association of Prevention Teaching and Research (APTR), the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U): 
. . . the primary purpose of undergraduate public health is to produce an educated citizen, one who has achieved the essential learning outcomes put forth by the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) in their Liberal Education and American’s Promise (LEAP) initiative.
Introduction to Global Public Health meets the LEAP criteria by preparing  students to:

· Apply the Socio-Ecological Model to the Social Determinants of Health.

· Recognize the breadth of social diversity and resultant inequities in health care, both domestically and globally.

· Explore global public health communication strategies through writing, discussion, and reflection. 
· Recognize that a collaborative style of leadership, innovative thinking, and excellence in communication are essential skills for the 21st century workforce.
Specific goals and learning outcomes, as defined for General Education at OSU,  are listed below:
Diversity

Goals: Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States and across the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
Global Studies

· Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one or more of the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.

· Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens.
Social Science

Goals: Students understand the systematic study of human behavior and cognition; the structure of human societies, cultures, and institutions; and the processes by which individuals, groups, and societies interact, communicate, and use human, natural, and economic resources.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
Individuals and Groups

· Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they apply to the study of individuals and groups.
· Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and cultural contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function.

· Students comprehend and assess individual and group values and their importance in social problem solving and policy making.
PUBHLTH 2010 Enduring Understandings**
1. There are strong links between health and economic and social development. This health and development link is especially important in economically developing societies but also applies to developed countries. 

2. Health status is determined by factors including income, education, knowledge and practice of healthy behaviors, biology, gender and access to quality health services. When measuring and comparing health status it is important that morbidity be considered along with mortality. 

3. There has been enormous progress in improving health status over the last 50 years in many countries. This is reflected in the substantial increases in life expectancy. Some of this progress has come about as a result of overall economic development and improvements in income. However, much of it is due to improvements in water supply/ sanitation and better education. Increased nutritional status has also had a large impact on improvements in health status. Technical progress such as the development of vaccines against childhood diseases and the development of antibiotics has also improved human health. 

4. The progress in health status, however, has been very uneven. Hundreds of millions of people, especially poorer people in low- and middle-income countries, continue to get sick, be disabled by, or die from preventable causes of disease. In many countries, nutritional status and health status of lower-income people have improved only slowly and may decline as illustrated by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

5. Enormous disparities in health status and access to health services exist both within and across countries. Wealthier people often have better health status and better access to health service than poorer people. In general, urban dwellers and ethnic majorities enjoy better health status than rural people and disadvantaged ethnic minorities. Women face a number of unique challenges to their health. 

6. As countries develop economically they go through two important transitions. The first is the demographic transition, a shift from high fertility and high mortality to low fertility and low mortality. The second is a shift from a pattern of disease that is predominantly characterized by communicable diseases to one that is characterized predominantly by non-communicable diseases. It increasingly appears that countries also go through a nutrition transition, from unprocessed and locally prepared foods, relatively low in sugar, salt, and fats to manufactured and processed foods, relatively high in sugar, salt, and fats. 

7. Countries do not need to be high-income to enjoy good health status. There are a number of examples that make clear that low-income countries or low-income areas within countries can help their people to achieve good health, even in the absence of extensive financial resources to invest in health. However, this requires strong political will and a focus on sanitation, education, and investing in low-cost but high yielding investments in nutrition and health. 

8. Many important contributors to the burden of disease can be addressed through interventions that are cost-effective. Many of these are low cost as well, such as control of TB or prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of malaria. 

9. Some global health issues can only be solved through the cooperation of various actors in global health. Current examples include control of pandemic influenza, climate change, and eradication of specific diseases. 

10. An important part of health status is determined by individual and family knowledge of prevention including principles of sanitation, health behavior, and nutrition. Individuals and communities have tremendous abilities to improve their own health status through community- based efforts.
Learning Objectives**
Basic Learning Outcomes

1. Describe key public health concepts related to global health including: the demographic and epidemiological transitions, measures of health status, and the burden of disease. 

2. Describe how globalization has changed the patterns of the spread of disease and the methods needed to control disease. 

3. Discuss the multi-directional links between health and social and economic factors. 

4. Discuss how social and cultural factors can affect a society’s vulnerability to morbidity and mortality and its approaches to prevention and control. 

5. Identify health conditions that have a major impact on morbidity and mortality and key concepts in biological concepts needed to understand their public health importance. 

6. Identify critical issues in the organization and delivery of public health and health care services to address these conditions. 

7. Discuss the determinants of health and risk factors for conditions of major importance to global health. 

8. Discuss the burden of disease in various regions of the world and the variations in incidence and prevalence both within and across countries. 

9. Discuss the potential for science and technology to contribute to the improvement in health. 

10. Identify key organizations and institutions, their roles in global health, and the manner in which they can cooperate to address key global health issues. 
11. Apply principles of cost-effectiveness, benefits and harms, and sustainability of a new intervention designed to improve global health. 

12. Apply understandings of the impact of culture on health to addressing issues of cultural diversity. 

Advanced Learning Outcomes

1. Analyze the epidemiological features of a disease that provide opportunities for successful interventions or present barriers to success. 

2. Analyze the biological features of a disease that provide opportunities for successful interventions or present barriers to success. 

3. Analyze the socioeconomic features of a disease that provide opportunities for successful interventions or present barrier to success. 

4. Synthesize the options for intervention for a global health problem and develop a strategy for implementation. 
** Excerpted from “The Educated Citizen and Public Health:  Curriculum Guide for Undergraduate Public Health Education 
by the Association for Prevention Teaching and Research (APTR) Version 3.0
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Student Responsibilities:
Much of global public health practice is dependent on interdisciplinary collaboration, and as such a significant portion of the course grade is dependent on projects (both group and individual) and dialogue within our classroom community:  This curriculum provides a unique opportunity to develop skills in leadership, collaboration, cooperation, and responsibility within an engaging and supportive environment.  All students are expected to participate on a regular and consistent basis and to be responsive, respectful class members.   

To further the climate of mutual respect and to promote meaningful discussion, personal technology is limited to specific time periods designated by the professor.  All key notes and resources will be provided online so that you are free to focus on the dialogue. 
Readings will be provided, but you will also be encouraged to pursue your own train of thought, branching off from a primary text or initial source of information. In many ways, you will be treated more as a graduate student, responsible for crafting an education relevant to your passions and future career.  
Course Requirements:    

Books for purchase (any edition; used recommended- estimated cost = $30 total)

· Mountains Beyond Mountains:  The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure The World by Tracy Kidder. Random House.  Any edition: ISBN:  0-8129-7301-1 (2003)  ISBN: 978-0-8129-8055-4 (2009)
· Ten Lessons In Public Health:  Inspiration for Tomorrow’s Leaders by Alfred Sommers. Any edition: ISBN: 1421409046 (2010)   ISBN:  978-1421409047 (2013)
Books provided at no cost
· Online Text:  Milestones In Public Health (2006).  Pfizer.  ISBN: 0-9761815-1-7.
· An Innovator’s Guide to Global Public Health.  Acton et al.  OSU 2012 Impact Grant (Select Chapters)  
Additional sources provided through Carmen at no cost
· Primary Sources and Supplementary Readings  (See Course Schedule and Carmen Content)
· Review of Global Public Health Resources and Websites (Carmen Content and Links)
· Significant participation in all class Discussion Boards
· Daily Announcements and Current Event Discussions:  Sharing of relevant campus events, research, funding, volunteer and travel abroad opportunities as well as the global public health news of the day
· SEIs  Past student feedback has been invaluable in designing this course.   
Grading:   Total of 150 points
· In-Class Essay 1 = 10 points
· PH in a Day and GPH Website Discussion Boards worth 5 points each = 10 points
· Midterm Project: Milestones and Transitions in GPH* = 30 points
· In-Class Essay 2:  Heroes and Mentors in GPH  = 10 points
· Ten Lessons in Public Health Online Essay = 10 points
· Final Project:  Integrate, Innovate and Inspire*  = 30 points
· Final In-Class Essay 3 = 10 points
· Pop Quizzes on Readings or Class Discussion worth 5 points each= 10 points
· Class Participation  = 30 points- breakdown:
Attendance 10 points; 
Current events and classroom discussions/posts 10 points;
Discussion Boards 10 points

Note:  
Given the unique and interactional format of this course, your consistent attendance is required and heavily weighted. 
Late assignments will be assessed one point/day; late Midterm and Final Projects are assessed two points/day. 
( * ) Rubrics will be provided on Carmen for the above grade categories.
Class Format:

Interdisciplinary collaboration and communication skills are essential to public health; to this end, the majority of assessment will come from projects. While many may dread group projects from past endeavors, we have consistently heard that the midterm project is the best group experience students have had to date.  You’ll have to trust us on this one.
The final project allows you to go in depth on a topic you are passionate about.  Students are encouraged to think innovatively about global public health problems and generate solutions based in the tenets of Evidence-based Public Health Practice.  It is essential to be able to articulate your ideas in a compelling manner, communicating clearly and succinctly.  Check out Ted.com for an example of the traditional format.  Some examples of additional formats: video, film, art, poster, PH campaign, eBook Chapter.   

The innovative use of technology is highly encouraged throughout this class.  One of your sources is the product of an OSU Impact Grant to support learning technology, an e-textbook entitled:  An Innovator’s Guide to Global Public Health.  Students are encouraged to be co-creators of content.  All class assignments and projects are reviewed by our student editors for potential inclusion in future editions of the e-text.   We hope this will encourage you to produce your best work since your efforts have real-world application:  the education of your peers and the creation of a larger GPH community.   If your content is accepted for publication, you will be credited accordingly.  
Finally, participation is essential to creating the unique community that is this class.   You do not need to speak in every class- your attentiveness and presence are enough:  Do not be deterred by this requirement unless you cannot commit to attending class regularly.
Grade Scale:
A
100-94
Outstanding work that reflects mastery of the material and the ability to apply it critically and creatively

A-
93-90
Excellent work that reflects mastery of the material

B+
89-87
Good work that reflects mastery of most of the material

B
86-83
Good work that reflects mastery of some of the material

B-
82-80
Good work that reflects mastery of a few aspects of the material

C+
79-77
Mediocre work that reflects familiarity with, but not mastery of the material

C
76-73
Mediocre work that reflects familiarity with most of the material
C-
72-70
Mediocre work that reflects little familiarity with the material
Student Assistance: 

Personal, social and academic wellness services are provided by the Younkin Success Center at OSU. Please connect to http://younkinsuccess.osu.edu/wellness-services/ for details regarding counseling services intended to help students manage stress and anxiety as well as tutoring and learning services to assist with developing improved study/course skills and time management.  The Younkin Center also offers career testing, help with resumes and personal statements, and mock interviews.
Office of Disability Services:  
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic misconduct: 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/."."."."  .. 
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Date
Tuesday, January 7th

Thursday, JanuarySth

Tuesday, January 14th

Thursday, January 16th

Tuesday, January 215t

Thursday, January 23rd

Tuesday, January 28th

Thursday, January 30th

Tuesday, February ath

Thursday, February 6th-
Tuesday, February 18th

Thursday, February 20th

Tuesday, February 25th

Thursday, February 27th

Tuesday, March 4th

Thursday, March 6th

Tuesday,March 11th

Thursday, March 13th

Tuesday, March 18th
Thursday, March 20th

Tuesday, March 25th-
Tuesday, April 15th

Thursday, April 17th

Date
Wednesday, January8th

Friday, Janurary 10th

Wednesday, January 15th

Friday, January 17th

Wednesday, lanuary 22nd

Friday, January 2ath

Wednesday, January 29th

Friday, January 31st

Wednesday, February 5th

Friday, February 7th-
Wednesday, February 19th

Friday, February 215t

Wednesday, February 26th

Friday, February 28th

Wednesday,March 5th

Friday, March 7th
Wednesday, March 12th
Friday, March 14th

Wednesday, March 19th
Friday, March 21st

Wednesday, March 26th-
Wednesday, April 16th

Friday, April 18th

PUBHLTH 2010: Introduction to GPH
Spring 2014 Schedule

To Be Prepared for this Class Chapters (Topics] In-class Activity

Review syllabus and course expectations

Wehy stucly GPH? Introcuce e-book: A fanovetor's Guide to GPH.
Watch documentary: Unnaturol Causes

|

Review syllabus

Explore Unnatural Causes Website Introductions
Reack A Framework for Public Health in the United States ‘What is Global Public Health? Lecture and Discussion

Distuss Essay 1 and PH inaDay

React: Prologue of Mifestones in PH Howhas GPH evolved over ime? Introduction to Milestones Group Project
Group Session 1: Introductions and Strategic Planning
Pictures

Assignment: Questionsto research for GroupSession 2 Announcernents and Current Events
Explore current events in GPH ‘What are the key milestones in public health?  Lecture and Discussion

Reac: Milestons in Public Health Chapter Group Session 2 ThePast

React Jofin Srow PLCS Blog

Assignment: What dowe diefrom? Announcernents and Current Events

Explore current events in GPH Howis health status measured? Lecture and Discussion
Read: Evidence-based Public Health Where can you find deta?
React US Health in Intermational Perspective How do wernessure quality of lfe?

Explore current events in GPH

Assignment: Rsearch key HSls for GroupSession 3 ‘What s our current state of health, Lecture and Discussion
e i Sne domescaly and ntemtionay? Group Seslon The PGt

Reac: Global Burden of Disease bythe IHVE

Announcements and Current Events

Explore current events in GPH Announcernents and Current Events
Assignment: Review GPH Websites for GroupSession 4 ‘What factors most influence health status? Lecture and Discussion
Reac:  Ecological Public Health: the 217 Century's Big Idea? Group Session 4 The Present

Read WHOReporton SDH [Executive Surmary)

Assignment; Prepfor Group Session by researching futuretrends Announcernents and Current Events
Explore current events in GPH ‘Wehat are our goals for the future? Lecture and Discussion

React The Future of PH in the 215t Century: (Exequtivesummary) Group Sessions: The Future

React The Third Revolution in Health

Assignment: Prepare for Final Groups ession/ Dry Run Announcernents and Current Events
Explore current events in GPH Lecture and Discussion
React or watch on communicating Group Session 6 Final Preparation for Midterm

Reac: Mountains Beyond Mountains {Due by 2/19)

Summary Lecture
Peer Evaluations

Explore current events in GPH Announcernents and Current Events
React: Realigning Health with Care SDH,SED, Ethics andSocial Justice Lecture and Discussion
What ishealth equity? Introcuice Final Project and Office Hours

Assignment: Final Project Topic Due Sunday, 3/3 Announcernents and Current Events
Explore current events in GPH CaseStudy: Gisenyi and Weiland Park Lecture and Discussion
read: Reduced Premature Mortality in Rwando: tessons From Success

Explore current events in GPH
Reac: What Can MississippiLearn From lran?

ﬁ
]
H

g
8

Explore current events in GPH Announcernents and Current Events
Research ASSPH and Program Websites What are the specializations and careers in GPH?  Lecture and Discussion
React ebook chapter on Education and Careers

Consider any last minute questions about your final project
React Ten Lessons in Public Health (Due 3/21)

Open dlass time to discuss final project {optional)

PrepareFinal Project
Wehat s your passion in GPH?

The Last Lecture
Graduation

Highlights from Discussion Boards
Class Picture
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